
PPE Factory at the Chelsea Centre 
for the Creative Industries

Case study

This atmospheric photograph appeared in the Queen’s Christmas Message 
when Her Majesty spoke of the Parable of the Good Samaritan (image 
appears at 3m 18s). The image speaks powerfully of how Morley College has 
sought to serve its local communities during the pandemic. 

The photograph, called ‘PPE Volunteer’, was taken by the photojournalist Joe 
Newman at our Chelsea Centre in Hortensia Road during the first wave of the 
pandemic. It documents how volunteers and local staff – supported by 
Director of Estates Nigel Garrigan – responded to a desperate plea for help 
from the nearby Royal Brompton Hospital when promised supplies of PPE did 
not arrive. 

Classrooms and communal spaces were transformed overnight into a pop-up 
PPE factory with sewing machines and the expertise of the fashion department 
put to new uses. Volunteers manufactured gowns to a specified pattern using 
materials such as theatre drapes. 

Amazingly the volunteers went on to produce over 30,000 gowns in a three 
month period. When their work was drawing to a close, we received a letter of 
appreciation from the Royal Brompton, an extract of which is reproduced on 
page 2 of this case study, bringing home just how significant the contribution 
was. 

Joe Newman’s ‘PPE Volunteer’ photograph has taken on its own special 
significance for Morley. It was one of 100 out of 31,000 entries chosen for the 
National Portrait Gallery’s ‘Hold Still’ exhibition depicting life during 
lockdown.  The selection was made by a panel including HRH The Duchess of 
Cambridge and the Director of the National Portrait Gallery, and Joe’s 
photograph was one of five singled with a glowing tribute in the Director’s 
Choice: 

“This is such a compelling image of the ingenuity and selflessness displayed by 
so many over the last few months. The side light coming in from the window is 
also fantastic – like a Vermeer!”

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000qq5q/the-queen-2020
https://www.npg.org.uk/hold-still/hold-still-curators-choice/


https://www.morleyradio.co.uk/programmes/morley-gallery-podcast-ep4/
https://www.morleyradio.co.uk/programmes/morley-gallery-podcast-ep7/
https://www.morleygallery.com/ppe-chelsea

